April Birthdays:

1—Richard Flores
4—Morgan Rego
6—Katrina Clays
6—Theresa Snowbarger
9—Gabe Assi
11—Rachae Adams
14—Christian Fay
15—Mike Jordan
17—Kristina Clays
20—Kelli Fay
21—Gene Freed
23—Bob Flores

CLASSIFIEDS

Fresh Free Range Chicken eggs for sale!
$2 for one dozen.

$3 for 18

$5 for three dozen.

Please contact Carrie or Marci Asi
237-9263 or momasi@shcglobal.net

Alpha Painting
And General Contractors
Www.Jpaints.com
Jason Brock
Licensed—Bonded—Insured
805-296-2738
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GOLDEN HILLS
Community Church

Family Connection

Golden Hills Church Of The Nazarene April 2010

- Welcome to part 3 of a series
=27 based on The Hole In Our Gospel,

m\‘/ a book by World Vision USA

president Rich Stearns. The basic

premise of the book is to answer
the question, “What does God expect of us?” Is
Christian faith about attending Church services,
reading the Bible and praying, and avoiding the
more obvious sins, or is it about much more? In
each month newsletter I’ll share with you some
thoughts on what | believe God is saying to us
through the book.

“Christ has no body on earth but yours, no
hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours are
the eyes through which Christ’s compassion for
the world is to look out; yours are the feet with
which He is to go about doing good; and yours
are the hands with which He is to bless us
now” (Saint Teresa of Avila, p. 15).

“Kindness has converted more sinners than
zeal, eloquence, or learning” (Frederick W.
Faber, p. 15).

The Kingdom of God, as Jesus announced it and
commanded his followers to proclaim it, is not only
about being forgiven and making it to heaven (as
truly epic as that is for sinners like us!). He taught
his followers to pray, “Your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew
6:10, NIV). In the love of God and the power of
God, we are to demonstrate as well as declare the
Good News of Jesus.

The kingdom of which Christ spoke was one in
which the poor, the sick, the grieving, cripples,
slaves, women, children, widows, orphans,
lepers, and aliens—the “least of

these” (Matthew 25:40)—were to be lifted up
and embraced by God (p. 16).

I’ve heard it said that “they (non-Christians) don’t
care what we know until they know that we care.”
Never has this been more true than today! If people
think that we Christians merely subscribe to a code
of conduct or participate in certain rituals, they
might feel free to dismiss us and our message. But
if we embody the gospel through humble, loving,
compassionate service, then we might “clear the
way for the Lord’s coming™ (John 1:23, NLT2).

I think we all know deep down that most people
will not want to know Jesus unless they see him in
us. Let’s invite Jesus to dwell within us and among
us more fully so that others will see him in us!
Then when we tell others about him, their ears and
their hearts are more likely to be open, and the seed
of the gospel is more likely to take root in their
spiritual “soil.” Lord, may it be so!

Yours for The
Kingdom, fhe MNow Tasr's
Wna+ T J:,a|l
Camrort Food.
Pastor Mike




EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday School: 9:30 - 10:10AM
Easter Egg Hunt: 10:30
Food and Fellowship: 10:15 - 10:45
Worship Service: 10:45

Refresh

Woman’s Retreat 2010—Friday, April 30th-Saturday, May 1
Be renewed and refreshed through worship, sisterhood, prayer, and learning. (and chocolate). We will be-
gin with dinner on Friday night at 6PM and will conclude at 10PM for the night, and then meet Saturday
starting at 10AM and going through late afternoon—Ilunch will also be provided.
Bring an item to share for the snack table.
Sign up at church or call the church office

Loaves And Fishes Sunday
Loave One Sunday a month we will be “going without” so others can “have more”. This means
,, And Flshes that the money the church normally spends on donuts and bagels will be donated to

-l Loaves and Fishes. We would also like to encourage the church family to bring either a
Sunday monetary, or canned food donation on this day as well.

This will usually take place the first Sunday of each month, however check the newsletter calendar as
special circumstances (such as Easter) may require we do this on a different Sunday.

@  The following church members were elected for our church board and will be serving from
u April, 2010 through March 2011.
: E Thank you for your willingness to serve and the commitment to your church family!
=
i a John Assi Beth Brock Scott Clays Susan Clark
-
: 8 Paul Osborne  Tim Rego Becky Rios Paul Woodall
&
z
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SYMBOL OF SACRIFICE

At this time of the year, we see many crosses draped in purple, black or white cloth.
They remind us of the loving sacrifice Jesus made for us — and that he rose again.

Use the code in the big cross to complete 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, NIV. s h
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Create a beautiful decoration for
your window this Easter. It will
remind you that Jesus rose from
the dead to save you from your
sins.

What you need:

* 8" x 11" sheet of paper

* Pencil

* Clear transparency sheet
{or clear report cover)

* Permanent marker

* Scissors

+ Colored tissue paper

* Paintbrush

* Glue

* Scotch tape

What you do:

1. Draw a large cross that
takes up most of the
paper.

2. Put the transparency over
the paper and trace the
cross onto it with a
permanent marker.

3. Cut the colored tissue
paperinto 1" x 1" squares.

4. Using a paintbrush, spread
glue onto the tissue paper
squares and then place
them on the cross. (Add a
few drops of water to the
white glue to make it more
spreadable.)

5. After the glue is dry, cut
out the cross. Then tape it
in a window and enjoy the
beautiful colors.




Continued from pg. 4 . .
Tolstoy once said, “What is

life? To die? To kill myself at

once? No, I’m afraid. To wait for death till it comes? |
fear that even more. Then | must live. But what for? In
order to die? And | could not escape from that circle.”
Let me give you the Mark Assi interpretation of what
our buddy Leo is saying: “Life with no purpose or
meaning is a BIG FAT BUMMER!” If there is nothing
but natural selection, and if we are nothing more than
the sum of our biological processes being acted upon
by the world around us, then what is the point? There
is a point though. Each of us wants to have purpose,
each of us has dreams and aspirations, and each of us
wants to have meaning in our existence. Why is that?
In Genesis 1:27 the Bible says that you were created in
the very image of God; you share his attributes, you
desire to love and be loved, you desire to create, you
desire eternal life!

So in reality, the big question is not about the reality
of God; the question is actually, why would someone
not believe in God? And why do so many people ac-

cept hysterically ridiculous probabilities in order to
believe statistically impossible scientific theories? And
the answer to the big question is—REBELLION.
“They know the truth about God because he has made
it obvious to them. For ever since the world was cre-
ated, people have seen the earth and sky. Through eve-
rything God made, they can clearly see his invisible
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they
have no excuse for not knowing God. Yes, they knew
God, but they wouldn't worship him as God or even
give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish
ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds
became dark and confused. Claiming to be wise, they
instead became utter fools. And instead of worshiping
the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols
made to look like mere people and birds and animals
and reptiles [or in today’s lingo...they put their faith in
human ideas]” (Rom 1:18-23, NIV).

God’s word tells us that we have purpose; each of
us was uniquely created for a reason, and whether or
not you believe in God, know this—YOU MATTER
TO GOD.

What does Easter mean to you?

“Jesus not only died on the cross for
us but he is our risen Savior. On this
special day we celebrate that the
grave could not hold him and his
Holy Spirit remains with us. Although
we thank him in our day to day lives
throughout the year, we must remem-
ber all he did for us.”

-Breanne Ventura

for us!!”
- Holly Assi

““A time to remember the immense
suffering that Jesus experienced on
our behalf, and as a stark contrast the
HOPE and NEW LIFE that he brought with Him. Glorious
us by conquering death and Rising
Again!! It is a time of Celebration and about brimstone and fire,
Thanksgiving for what Jesus has done

“HE IS RISEN, HE IS
RISEN INDEED!

My Lord and Savior is
risen, He died for me, so |
could have LIFE eternal

Easter!!! Folks laugh

but itis real, and | am
saved from that hell. | pray
for hearts to open!”

- Kirsten Spencer

“To be able to know and celebrate the raising from the dead my Savior, Jesus -

The Christ - The Messiah, is beyond far too many ways of thinking in far too
many lost souls - that part is sad. Let all be refreshed as the rain refreshes the
earth in this knowledge that there is Hope, family members will believe, there is
New Birth, all can be Born From Above, and Jesus and Father God have arms

wide open to receive all who will.” - Sandra Engle

“Easter! Gift of life!!
Complete and total selfless-
ness. Jesus, Thank you for
the ultimate sacrifice.”

- Susan Delgado

What’s on Your Playlist?
There’s no getting around it — we’re a “plugged
in” generation. If you doubt that, just walk around
town (or go to the gym) and notice the adornments
hanging from people’s ears. Not earrings--
earbuds! And those are plugged into ipods, mp3
players, music phones—whatever the device of
choice, it doesn’t matter. We love to listen to
stuff. Music pumps us up, and it calms us down.
It adds joy to our gatherings. Next time you watch
a movie, notice the music playing in the back-
ground in just about every scene. Hans Christian
Anderson said, “Where words fail, music speaks.”
Anyone would agree - music speaks to the soul.

So, what songs have been speaking to your soul
lately? If you’re a Christian, let me encourage you
to listen to songs that move you closer to Jesus. |
am always surprised when Christians only listen to
secular music. Yes, | know we all have favorite
songs from the decade when we were teenagers,
and there are plenty of uplifting secular songs—so
I don’t expect you to delete all those tunes from
your life. But, I would urge you to put your play-
list to the Philippians 4:8 test:

“And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final
thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and hon-
orable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admi-

rable. Think about things that are excellent and
worthy of praise.”

Does your family’s musical choices pass the test?
If not, don’t despair. Just delete! Your soul will
thank you. Then, if you are wondering what
you’re going to do with all those free gigabytes on
your Nano, try downloading a few of these songs
and see if you like them. If none of these are your
style, go to the Parable and ask to see their music
comparison chart. It will tell you what Christian
artist’s style most resembles the style of music that
you like in the secular world. Isn’t that cool?

Pastor Mike’s Top 5:

God Is Great- Hillsong

Let God Arise- Chris Tomlin
What The World Needs- Casting Crowns
Who Am I- Casting Crowns

Word of God Speak- Mercy Me

Jill’s Top 5:

Faithful — Steven Curtis Chapman
Emmanuel — Chris Tomlin

What Faith Can Do — Kutless

Dead Serious — ZOEgirl

You are Everything — Matthew West

Theresa’s Top 5:

Already Home - Thousand Foot Krutch
Closer To Love- Mat Kearney
Something Beautiful - Need To Breathe
Love is In The House- Toby Mac
Antidote- B. Reith

Mark’s Top 5:

Beautiful Love — The Afters

Don’t you Know You’re Beautiful — Seabird
Miles Away — Capital Lights

In the Belly of the Whale — Newsboys

Feel Good Drag — Anberlin

Just last week | went through a spiritual crisis. |
felt like my prayers were stopping at the ceiling,
and tears blurred my eyes so | couldn’t read my
Bible. I couldn’t talk to anyone either, since it
was 1:00 in the morning. Thankfully, I was able
to “plug in” to my music phone, and I listened to
every song | could find that reminded me of the
promises of God. That night I fell asleep listening
to the song “Faithful” by Steven Curtis Chapman.
It spoke to my soul. It drew me back to God. |
hope you find some songs like that. When you do,
play them often. Then, share them with a friend!

Happy Listening!

Jill




From the Youth Group Files
January 20", 2010: Is God Real

It seems reasonable that to have a genuine and spiri-
tually based faith, one must acknowledge the existence
of God. | am careful to say, “spiritually based faith,”
because everyone has faith in something, but not all
have faith in a spiritual sense. Someone who denies the
existence of God or spiritual matters places their faith in
humanity; this would generally be humanism. Those
who follow a humanistic faith, typically understand the
universe as infinitely existing, and among other ideas,
hold to evolutionary models of origin. These ideas are
great for those seeking to deny God’s existence, because
they lack the need for God; however, when pushed,
these ideas leave one burdened for scientific proof and
necessitate substantial proportions of faith to accept as
reality. Likewise, belief in God requires faith. No one
can prove God exists to someone who does not believe,
but likewise, those who do not believe in God cannot
prove He does not exist. It would seem that if the ques-
tion of God’s existence was described statistically then
there would be a 1 in 2 chance that Christians or Hu-
manists are correct. A 1in 2 chance equates to a 50%
chance that God really does exist!

I did an experiment in my Wednesday night youth
group, one that | modified from an example | saw in
Focus on the Family’s “TrueU” DVD series. | chal-
lenged them to guess a number between 1 and 2-million.
Before the meeting began though, I sent a text message
to one of the teens telling them the number. When | re-
vealed the number to the group, the student I told the
number to raised her hand screaming, “I got it! I got it!”
The rest of the students looked at her in disbelief and
accused me of rigging the game. They could not put
there faith in something for which the odds were so un-
favorable. Context changes everything though. While it
seemed unreasonable to put faith in someone randomly
guessing a number between 1 and 2-million, many place
faith in evolutionary concepts, yet according to an-
swersingenesis.org, “...the probability for the formation
of the most basic of cells by natural processes is (at
best) 1 in 10%°® — that’s a number 1 with 40,000 zeros
after it!” I must point out the general scientific consid-
eration that something with a less then 1 in 10%° chance
of happening is actually thought to be impossible—

compare that to 1 in 10*%%°1 This basically says that
those who place their faith in humanistic ideas of origin,
such as evolution, have a greater faith than Christians
do, because they believe in something that is statisti-
cally impossible while Christians believe in something
that, from the world’s perspective, has a 1 in 2 chance
of being true.

Though one person cannot prove to another that God
is real, we can come to a reasonable belief based on our
observations and through the examination of evidence. |
have driven through enough green traffic lights that the
historical evidence would suggest | am safe to proceed
when the light is green. Likewise, for most of human
history, people have made observations about creation,
and the complexity of its design gave evidence to a rea-
sonable belief in a Creator. It was not until around the
eighteen hundreds that a humanist worldview of crea-
tion replaced the creationist worldview held by Kepler,
Galileo, Newton, Boyle, and many others. This human-
istic worldview attempted to explain that the universe
has always existed, thus eliminating the question of how
it came into being. Unfortunately scientific theory got
ahead of scientific fact. In 1929 an astronomer/lawyer
named Edwin Hubble was doing research at the Dome
Telescope of the Palomar Observatory and discovered
that the universe is expanding outward. A later discov-
ery revealed that the universe is also accelerating as it
expands. Science has had to concede that if the universe
is expanding and accelerating outward over time, then
going back in time would result in the universe retract-
ing back to a single point and finally to a time when the
universe itself did not exist. Stephen Hawking, one of
the greatest scientific minds of our time said this, “The
actual point of creation lies outside the scope of pres-
ently known laws of physics.” Science has proven that
the universe did indeed have a beginning; furthermore,
the universe had a beginning that cannot be explained
by the physical laws of the universe itself. In the end,
scientific thought has come full circle. Science has con-
cluded what God’s word has said all along, “In the be-
ginning God created the heavens and the
earth” (Genesis 1:1). It would seem that science’s gut-
ting edge theories are simply God’s old news.

While there are countless reasons to believe in God,
let us consider one more. The great Russian novelist

Leo Continued on pg. 6
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